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Journal  of  the  Mississim  Baptist  Convention 


Baptists  confirmed  for  SBC  posts 


SAN  ANTONIO  (BP  and  local  r^rts) 
—  Nominees  from  Mississippi  Mptist 
churdws  and  oBter  churches  across  dte 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  were 
confirmed  tw  messengers  attending  dte 
June  12-15  SBC  annual  meeting  in  San 
Antonio  to  serve  on  d«e  boards  and  com¬ 
missions  of  the  convention  for  the  com¬ 
ing  year.  Among  those  confirmed  were: 

SBC  Extcmtive  Comumittee 
Nmakville,  Tk. 


WHEREVER  HE  LEADS  —  Hundreds  of  messengers  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  anruial  meeting  on  Jurte  1 2  surreruJered  to  "whatever  else  God  would 
have  for  them*  as  Tom  Elliff,  ^  spiritual  nurture  and  church  rela¬ 

tions  for  the  SBCs  International  Mission  Board  (IMB),  led  the  altar  call  during  the  IMB 
report  on  the  first  of  the  two-day  SBC  armual  meetins  at  the  Henry  B.  Gonaalez 
Convention  Center  in  San  Antonio.  (BP  photo  by  Kent  Harville) 


BAPTISTS 


Southern  Seminary  Midwertem  Seminary 

LonieviHe,  Ky.  Kaneas  City,  Mo. 

No  rww  Mississippi  Baptist  trustees.  No  new  Mississippi  Baptist  trustees. 
Cunendy  serving  as  Southern  Seminary  There  are  currently  no  Mississippi  Baptists 
trustees  are  Glenn  A.  Miles,  member  or  serving  as  Midwestern  Seminary  trustees. 
Harmony  Churck  Crystal  brings,  whose 

second  term  expires  2011;  and  John  A.  Golden  Gate  Seminary 

Temple,  pastor  of  Poplar  Sprit>^  Drive  Mill  Valley,  Ca. 

Churdv  Meridian,  whoK  term  expues  2010. 

Michael  C.  Routon,  pastor  of  Green's  Creek 
Sontkufeetem  Seminary  Church,  Petal  whose  term  expires  2008. 


Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Commission 

*  Nashville,  Tn. 

No  rrew  Mississippi  Baptist  trustees. 
Currently  serviiv  as  an  EkLC  trustee  is 
James  L.  member  of  THni^ 

Church,  Southavea  whose  term  expires  2010. 

Committee  on  Order  of  Business 

No  new  Mississippi  Baptist  members. 
Currendy  serving  as  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  isjoe  R.  Turner;  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Horn  Lake,  whose  term  expires  2008. 

In  addition,  SBC  President  Fraidc  Page 
announced  the  appointments  of  Stan 
Buckley,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Jackson, 
and  Dean  Register;  pastor  of  Cross  Point 
Community  Church,  Hattiesburg,  to  the 
Committee  on  Committees. 

Page  also  appointed  Chip  Stevens,  pastor 
of  First  Churox,  Starkville,  to  serve  on  the 
Tellers  Committee  for  the  2X307  SBC  annual 
meeting  in  San  Antonio.  There  were  no 
Mississippi  Baptists  appointed  to  serve  on 
dxe  Credentials  Committee  for  the  meeting. 


AIpkmettm,  Go. 

No  new  Mississippi  Bimtist  trustees. 
Currendy  serving  as  NAMB  trustees  are 
Mark  Worsham,  pastor  of  Calvary 
Ciiurch,  Cleveland,  whose  term  expires 
2010;  and  Reva  Daniel,  member  of 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton, 
whose  second  term  expires  2010. 

UfeWay  Ckriatian  Resources 
Nashville,  Tn. 

Mkhael  F.  Cocky  nnember  of  First  Church, 
Vidcabuig,  whose  term  expires  2009.  He 
vnlacxB  Nfichod  Wdrb^  tnember  of  Hannony 
CnuecK  Oyakl  SpeingA  who  resigned. 

Currondy  serving  as  a  lifeWay  trustee  is 
Marie  H.  ArKkesoev  pastor  ot  Colonial 
Hei^f«ls  Church,  Ridgetand,  whose  second 
tenn  expires  2010. 


Not  just  another  holiday 


A  »  we  eet  closer  to  another 
Independence  Day  observance  next 
Wednesday,  there  «vill  be  fueworks, 
food,  and  fun  trom  sea  to  shining  sea. 
Americans  do  like  their  July  4  midsummer 
holiday.  1  sometimes  fear,  however;  that  it's 
beconung  more  of  a  eeneric  holiday,  and 
less  of  a  reco^tion  ot  Indepeiulence  Day. 

That  Just  shouldn't  be,  arid  that's  a  mes¬ 
sage  I  try  to  drive  home  in  the  issues  of  The 
Baptist  Record  before  each  IndepeiKletKe 

_ Day,  Memorial  Day,  and  veteran's 

Day.  It  iruiy  no  loi^^  be  potitical- 


Editor's 

Notebook 


ly  correct  to  expms  patriotism 
m  one's  country,  and  that  may 


be  the  radt  a  lot  of  Americans 
take  on  mis  Ju^  4,  but  it  is  uncon¬ 
scionable  to  the  people 

who  sacrificed  so  mudi  to  make 
possible  eadi  orre  of  drese 
UKlependence  Day  celebrations. 

One  of  those  people  died  this 
week  in  Ediiuw  Mirmesota. 
Qutrles  W.  Undberg  was  the  last 
living  member  of  me  group  of 
Marmes  that  first  raued  dte 
American  flag  over  Mt. 
Suribachi  on  dw  tiiw  volcanic 
island  of  Iwo  Jiiiui  in  World  War 
Q,  during  one  o(  the  moat  grue¬ 
some  bames  in  human  hiatory. 

As  the  Allies  dahtened  die  nooae  arourui 
Japan  in  the  soum  Pacific,  it  became  clear 
diat  a  number  of  oudyine  islands  would 
have  to  be  taken.  One  m  diose  oudying 
islands  was  heavily-fortified  Iwo  Jima. 

Whm  U.S.  Marines 
February  19,  1945,  what  ensued  is  almost 
beyond  comordienaion. 

Of  22,000  Japanese  defenders,  nearly  the 
21,000  had  died  oy^the  time  American  com-  phc 
numders  declared  die  island  secured  on  Coi 
March  26.  At  27,909  casualties  widi  6^25  bas 
killed  in  acdoiv  the  number  of  American  taki 
casualties  on  Iwo  lima  was  mater  than  the  ord 
total  Allied  casualties  on  D^ay  in  Europe.  Mo 
It  was  that  bad,  and  in  die  midst  of  me  I 
chaos  was  24-year-old  Charles  Lindberg  Stai 
manning  his  flamethrower.  By  die  morning  (X  his 


U.S.  Marine  Corps  Memorial,  WasMnglon,  D.C. 


WillijunR 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


and  five  other  Marines  Rosenthal  photograph  was  not  the  first 
their  way  to  the  top  of  American  flag  raised  on  Mount 
the  strategic  soudiem  Suribachi  that  day.  He  felt  an  obligation 
as  thoe  that  they  raised  to  do  that,  because  three  of  the  original 
^  on  a  makeshift  pole.  flag-raisers  never  made  it  off  the  island. 
'T>own  below,  the  troops  started  to  dieer.  They  were  killed  in  action. 
i  shto'  whistles  went  ofi,  it  was  Just  As  the  years  passed,  few  people  under- 
mcdimg  that  you  would  never  forg^,'*  he  stood  or  really  cared  about  the  real  story  of 
came  ashore  on  told  Associated  Press  in  a  2003  interview.  the  Iwo  Jima  flag  raisings.  Even  when 

What  isn't  well  known  is  the  fact  that  Lindberg  was  invited  to  the  dedication  of 

the  U.S.  Marine  Memorial  in  1954,  he 
arrived  to  find  the  names  of  the  second  set 
of  flag-raisers  etched  on  die  monument. 

Lindberg  returned  home  to  his  electri¬ 
cian's  Job  and  lived  die  rest  of  his  life  with¬ 
out  fanfare,  although  die  Minnesota 
Legislature  passed  a  resolution  in  his  honor 
in  1995  and  his  name  is  listed  on  the  black 
granite  wall  of  Soldiers  Field  in  Rodvsster. 
This  week,  1  just  thought  you  would 
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Double  vision:  Priest  claims  to  be  Christian,  Muslim 

SEATTLE,  Wash.  (BP  and  local  reports)  argued  the  Brown  v.  Board  of  Education  "That's  ^mething  I'll  find  a  challeng( 
—  fai  what  may  be  die  first  claim  of  its  kind.  Supreme  Court  case  that  led  to  die  deseg-  the  rest  of  my  life,"  ^  told  The  Times, 
an  Episcopal  priest  in  Seattle  says  she's  negation  of  the  nation's  schools.  The  Tunes  As  for  Mt^mmad,  she's  still  getting  h 
bodi  a  Christian  and  a  Muslim.  What's  said.  She  graduated  from  Brown  know  him. 

more,  her  bishop  finds  die  claim  exciting  University  and  then  earned  a  Ph.D.  in  New  Redding  said  she  doesn't  care  what  peo 
and  considers  her  still  in  good  standing.  Testament  from  Union  Theological  pie  think  about  Iict  embracing  two  majo 
"Why  would  I  spend  Bine  to  ^  to  rec-  Seminary  in  New  York  City.  world  religions  b^ause  they  can't  tak 

oncile  all  of  Christian  belief  with  all  of  An  African-American  who  wears  her  away  hn  baptism  and  no  one  can  disput 
Islam?"  Ann  Holmes  Redding  told  The  hair  in  dreadlocks.  Redding  told  The  Tunes  her  Muslim  profi^on  of  fai^. 

Seattle  Tunes  in  an  article  on  June  17.  "At  diat  becoming  a  Muslim  was  like  coming  Redding  typically  carries  a  black  head 
the  most  basic  level,  I  understand  die  two  home  after  years  in  predominantly  white  scarf  with  her,  she  said,  so  she'll  Ite  pre 
religions  to  be  compatible.  That's  all  I  need."  congregation.  pared  for  prayers  five  times  a  day.  "I  pra 

Redding,  a  priest  for  more  dian  20  years,  '  lo  walk  into  Al-lslam  and  be  reminded  not  to  cause  scandal  or  bring  shame  upoi 
said  she  became  enamored  with  Isuun  in  diat  there  are  more  people  of  color  in  the  ei^r  of  my  traditions,"  she  said, 
the  fall  of  2005  when  a  local  Muslim  leader  world  than  white  people,  that  in  itself  is  a  Whedier  God  or  Allah  is  supposed  t 
^ke  and  then  prayed  at  St.  Mark's  relief,"  she  said  ot  the  local  Muslim  wor-  answer  diat  prayer  it  isn't  wotking^her  oil 
Episcopal  Cadiedral,  where  she  was  ship  center.  ks  say,  oonsideiW  that  she  has  cwsed  boti 

employed  as  director  of  faith  formation.  Among  her  medley  of  beliefs  is  that  the  contio^rersy  and  sname,  eroedally  upbin 

The  way  he  fell  prostrate  on  die  floor  Trinity  is  an  idea  about  God  and  cannot  be  Christian  denomination  ^t  is  facmg 
caotured  her  attention  because  it  illustrat-  taken  literally.  The  Times  reported,  schism  with  the  larger  Ar^licanCommurao 
ecf  total  surrender  to  Allah,  she  said.  Redding  also  does  not  believe  Jesus  and  over  die  issue  of  homosexiudity. 

Later  she  heard  another  Muslim  leader  God  are  die  same,  and  she  believes  Jesus  is  V.  Gene  Robing  who  lives  open! 
diandnga  prayer  and  the  chanting  appealed  the  Son  of  God  in  the  same  way  all  humans  with  a  homosexual  partner  and  promote 
to  her  Redding  said.  In  March  2o06,  she  are  children  of  Gcxl  and  that  Jesus  is  divine  homosexual  issues,  was  elect^  m  NintI 
made  a  Muslim  profession  of  fiudv  sUdru  like  all  hunuuis  are  divine  because  God  Bidhop  of  die  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Nei 
there  is  only  one  Cod  and  Muhammad  is  hto  dwells  in  all  humans.  Hampshire  on  June  7,  2(X)3.  His  electioi 

messensn.  Now  Redding  has  no  trouble  Jesus  is  unkiue.  she  believes,  because  He  and  subsequent  consecration  has  stine< 

usiru  Allah  and  God  interriiangeably.  best  lived  out  the  ciuaUties  of  someone  controversy  both  in  the  Episcopal  Churd 

"It's  the  s^  persoiv  praying  to  the  filM  vnfh  CJpd.  Redding  said  she  does  in  the  Uriited  States  of  XmeriM  and  th 
same  God,  she  told  The  Tunes.  believe  Jesus  died  on  the  cross  and  was  res-  worldwide  Anglican  Communion,  o 

R^dintL  55,  grew  up  in  Pennsylvania,  urrected,  thou^  she  doesn't  yet  know  which  the  Epl^pal  Church  is  ai 
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that  to  Islam 


The  Baptist  Rbcord 


300  years  of  associations  noted  in  San  Antonio 


SAN  ANTONIO  (BP)  —  leaders  who  “want  to 
Undergirded  by  300  years  of  know  dwir  DOMs  on  a 
ministry  experience.  Baptist  personal  levet"  Henry 
associations  should  move  into  said.  “They  do  want  to 
the  future  widi  a  willingness  to  cooperate  with  sister 
innovate  and  nurture  relation-  churdies.“ 
ships  with  younget:  Christian  Directors  of 

leaders,  local  churches,  and  Missions,  or  DC^4S  as 
Baptist  entities.  Henry  reiferred  to  them. 

Speakers  underscored  those  are  known  in 
diemes  durii^  a  300di  anniver-  Mississippi  as  associa- 
s^  celebration  of  Baptist  asso-  tional  missions  direc- 
dations  in  America  June  10  at  tors,  or  AME>s. 

First  Church  in  San  Antonio,  Wanda  Lee,  WMU 
prior  to  the  Southern  Baptist  executive  director,  told 
C(Mivention  annual  meeting  in  the  assodational  lead- 
the  Texas  dty.  ers  she  was  glad  for 

The  celebration  was  jointly  the  opportunity  to 
s^nsored  by  the  Southern  hold  a  )oint  meeting 
Mptist  Conference  of  Assoc-  ^ith  them, 
iational  Directors  of  Missicms  “We  have  strategi-  THI 
(SBCADM)  and  Woman's  cally  dedded  to  be^  Fla.,  a 
Missionary  Union  (WMU).  our  meetins  celebrawg  Am^ 
Jim  Henry,  pastor  emmtus  with  you,  Lee  saicT 
of  First  Bapnst  Churdi  in  “WMU  has  enjoyed  a 
Orlando,  Fla.,  called  assoda-  Icmgpartnershipwidiyourpre- 
tions  to  face  the  future  with  ere-  decessors.  ...Even  before  WMU 
atiyity  and  innovation.  was  offidally  organized  in 

"There  are  changes  in  the  1888,  women  were  woriung  in 
air,"  Henry  noted.  "Today  1  call  assodations." 
on  you  as  directors  of  mis-  Lee  thanked  assodations  for 
sions...  to  expand  your  horizons  their  involvement  in  missions 
in  a  rapidly  (hanging  culture,  and  predicted  a  positive  future 


THI^  CEhTTUMES  —  Jim  Henry  pastor  emerilus  of  Hrd  Church  in  Orlando^ 
Fla.,  addresses  the  300lh  anniversary  celebralion  of  Baptist  assodations  in 
America  on  June  10  at  First  Church  in  San  Antonio.  (BP  photo  by  Matthew  MiMed 


...We  are  called  to  move  from 
limitation  to  innovation." 

With  innovation  can  come 
penetration  of  he  culture  with 
he  Gospel  Henry  noted.  "What 
about  he  hture?*  he  asked.  "If  s 
extinction  or  expansion.  One  of 
he  two  will  happen." 

Change  can  be  positive, 
Henry  twd  the  audience.  "Don't 
be  ahaid  of  innovation,"  he 
declared.  "Change  is  always 
happening.  Change  is  not  always 
goo^  but  numy  tunes  it  is  some- 
nimg  that  moves  us  off  the  edge 
and  out  of  our  comfort  zone  arra 
can  be  powerful  aird  positive." 

Assodatioruil  ministers 
should  be  committed  to  rela¬ 
tionships  wih  younger  Baptist 


relationship  between  WMU 
and  assexiations.  "At  the  heart 
of  what  we  do  together  in  he 
assodations  has  always  been  a  we  believe  your  labor  is  not  in 
missions  purpose,"  Lee  said,  vain  in  the  Lord  in  local  assod- 
"We  l<x)k  forward  to  the  next  ations.  ...I  hank  God  on  behalf 
3(KWears  of  working  togeher."  of  all  pastors  for  what  you  do 
C^ff  HammoncT  president  as  our  friends." 
of  the  North  American  •  Thom  S.  Rainer,  president 
Mission  Board,  called  associa-  of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
tional  missions  "the  first  line  in  Nashville,  who  noted 
of  Baptist  cooperation."  LifeWay  "is  connected  at  so 

Hammond  said  directors  of  many  points  to  directors  of  mis- 
missions  "get  the  privilege  of  sions  and  asscxriations.  Let  me 
being  closest  to  he  churdies.  say  on  behalf  of  LifeW^:  ... 
...  TOu're  important  in  mis-  Thank  you,  assodations.  Inank 
sions,  evangelism  and  planti-  you,  directors  of  missions  ... 
ng  (hurches."  and  the  best  is  yet  to  come." 

Many  DOMs  are  "jointly  •  Charles  Price,  executive 
funded  missionaries,^'  director  of  San  Antonio 

_  Assodation  (SABA),  who  com- 

,  mented  it  is  "wonderful"  hat 

r/I1/  ^  300h  anniversary  of  asso- 

f  f  f  ciations  coincided  with  the 

ISOth  anniversary  of  the 
York  cmly  he  second  founding  of  San  Antonio  asso- 

ber  has  voted  to  homo-  ciation.  rrice  said  the  first  item 

emUy  passed  a  measure  by  an  of  business  for  the  newly 

V)innornial  couples  to  receive  formed  SABA  was  the  planting 

The  iiMiMiuT  won't  have  any  of  a  church  in  downtown  San 

le  the  leader  of  the  RepuUkan-  Antonio,  which  exists  to  h  s 

d  his  oppodtion  to  he  bifl  and  day  as  the  dty's  First  Church. 


Hammond  said.  "We  have  a  •  OS.  Hawkins,  preskient  of 
tremendous  interest  in  his  GuideStane  Financial  Resources 
partnership  we  have  together."  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Words  of  affirmation  m  asso-  Convention  in  Dallas,  who 
ciations  also  were  clelivered  by:  thanked  the  DOMs  fw  helping 

•  Hayes  Wicker,  president  of  them  expand  GuideStone's 
the  Southern  Baptist  Pastors'  Adopt  an  Annuitant  ministry. 
Conference  and  pastor  of  First  Hawkins  identified  the  assexoa- 
Church  in  Naples,  Fla.,  who  tion  and  directors  of  missions  as 
voiced  gratitucle  for  "you  who  key  resources  for  Icxating  retired 
have  laoor^  in  the  Lord,  and  ministers  in  need  of  the  financial 


N.y.  debates  gay  marriage 

ALBANY  N.Y.  (W*)  —  New  York  became  only  he  second 
state  in  whidi  a  legiriative  chamber  has  voted  to  legidize  homo¬ 
sexual  marriage,  as  he  state  Assembly  poaaed  a  measure  by  an 
85-61  mai^  June  19  to  allow  homosexual  couples  to  receive 
marriage  Eoenses  in  he  state.  The  measure  won't  have  any 
immemate  effect,  hough,  because  he  leacler  of  he  RepuMttcan- 
dominated  state  Senate  reiterated  his  opipoaition  to  he  bin  a^ 
said  it  would  not  come  up  for  a  vote  in  nis  chamber  before  he 
end  of  he  annual  legiMtive  session.  Maihattan  Demcxrat 
Dtmiri  CYDonneU,  the  openly  homosexual  brother  of  t^vision 
persoiudity  Rosie  OT>onnelI,  proposed  he  le^aticm  in  April 


...  You  re  important  in  mis¬ 
sions,  evangelism  and  planti¬ 
ng  (hurches." 

Many  DOMs  are  "jointly 
funcled  missionaries,^' 


assistance  provided  through 
Adopt  an  Annuitant. 

•  Jim  Leak,  SBCADM  admin¬ 
istrates  /  treasurer  and  directes  of 
missions  for  Hill  Country 
Association  in  Kerrville,  Texas, 
who  reciprocated  with  thanks 
from  the  tXDMs  for  the  affirma¬ 
tions  offered.  "1  want  to  say  to  all 
our  partners  how  mu(fh  we 
appreciate  the  partnership.  ... 
Vre  can  do  much  more  as  part¬ 
ners  than  any  of  us  could  ever 
do  alone.  ...  Thank  you  for  all 
you  do  for  the  Kingdexn." 

•  Stephen  Parks,  director  of 
missions  for  Unity  Association 
in  Lufkin,  Texas,  who  served  as 
chairman  of  the  asscxdational 
directors'  task  force  hat  orga¬ 
nized  the  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion.  During  a  benediction 
prayer.  Parks  asked  Gcxl  to 
help  asscxriations  "to  be  faihful 
in  catalyzing  churches  to  be 
more  effective  and  ...to  have  a 
missional  fecus  that  we  would 
be  faihful  in  fulfilling  the 
Great  Conunission." 


he  California  legislature  passed  a  homosexual  marriage  biU, 
but  Gov.  AmcjcTSchwarMnegger  vetoed  it  In  Albany,  New 
York's  capital  Republican  Tnesa  Saywaid  ddivered  an  emo¬ 
tional  plea  for  Assenhly  members  to  support  the  bill  during  a 
three-hour  debate  on  the  issue  IViesday  n^rt,  accoidiire  to  to 
Associated  Press.  Saywaid  relayed  the  stmggles  faced  by  tm 
homosexual  son,  vTO  grew  up  wanting  'to  be  normal." 
Democrat  Dov  Hikind,  an  <>tho(lox  Jew  from  Brooklyn,  spoke 
out  against  he  measure  because  he  hex^t  it  could  open 

doore  to  special  treatment  for  other  deviant  behaviors.  “Maybe 

we  should  inchide  incest  in  he  bill  and  sort  of  deal  wih  he 
whole  package  at  one  time,"  Hikind  said,  according  to  AP. 
When  he  voting  endeci  Democrat  Matthew  Tltone,  another 
openly  homosexual  member  of  the  Assembly,  held  up  his  oeU 
pfKTO  “1  have  mypartner  here  on  the  phone  and  he  just  asked 

TO  to  marry  him.  My  answei;  Madam  Speakei;  is  yes,"  Tltone 

said  to  a  round  of  api^use. 


package  at  one  time,"  Hikind  said,  according  to  AP. 
^  v(%ng  ende(i  Democrat  Matthew  Tltone,  another 
homosexual  member  of  the  Assembly,  held  up  his  cell 


Ten  students  and  two  leaders  fn>m  the  Mississippi  College  BSU  are 
the  first  ever  Baptist  volunteers  through  the  IMB  to  Lithuania. 


Joy  Yates  of  Yazoo  City  is  elected  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Ministers'  Wives  Conference  during  their  annual  meeting  in  St. 
Louis,  held  in  conjunction  with  the  SBC  annual  meeting  She  is  the 
wife  of  James  Yates,  pastor.  First  Church,  Yaztxi  City. 


It  is  estimated  that  in  the  summer  of  l^S?  over  55,(XX)  5>outhem 
Baptists  will  attend  summer  assemblies  and  camps  in  the  23  state 
conventions  stretching  across  the  country,  not  including  participants 
at  Ridgecrest  and  Glorieta. 
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No  Record 
on  July  5 

Due  to  postal  rnulations  that 
limit  The  Baptist  i^ord  to  50 
issues  per  year,  the  newspaper 
does  not  publish  during  the 
weeks  that  include  July  4  and 
Christmas  Day.  There  will  there¬ 
fore  be  rto  issue  on  Thursday,  July 
S.  The  next  issue  will  be  dated 
July  12,  and  all  regular  deadlines 
for  that  issue  remain  in  effect. 
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No  ^Matos*  on  the  Taiu 


You  Can  RisroND 
Ricirr  Now! 

Sinmhi  shat  ike  /bUowmg 
wim  uod  in  your  oum  uxim: 

L  Lxxd,  I  Admit  that  I  need  you. 

(i  kmve  skmed,) 

2.  I  want  fornveness  for  my 
sins  and  freecmm  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  mve  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  m  restcHe  my  rela- 
tiortship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jeeue.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  me  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  even  to  those  ivho 
believe  in  his  name.  “  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Some  time  a^  1  heard  a  man 
bn^gging  about  nb  tomato  KiDw- 
iiw  expertise.  A  friend  oi  hiSk 
was  stHiding  nearby,  said, 
‘lie  is  the  best!  Nobody  grows 
better  tomatoes  or  bisM  toma¬ 
toes  in  the  oountyT  Trie  expert 
grcnver  replied,  *Weil,  I  have 
grown  a  tot  ol  tomatoes  and  peo¬ 
ple  seem  to  like  them.  They  neep 
coming  and  getting  them,  m  faci 
in  one  day,  in  just  onepickinfe  I 
picked  IZiO  pounds.  Inat  n^it 
meie  wasn't  one  'mater'  on  my 
hmily's  taMe." 

The  feUow  had  picked  over  a 
half-ton  of  tomatoes  for  every¬ 
one  else  and  y^  had  none  Im 
for  his  family.  Of  course,  he  was 
thrillbd  wim  his  production 
and  sales,  but  what  about 
“maters"  for  himself  and  his 
huni^?  I  listened  to  him  as  he 
told  nis  sto^  of  tomato  mw- 
ing,  and  selling,  and  noneoeing 
len  for  him  and  his  fam^.  1 
thought  rdxMit  how  many  times 
that  ruippens  to  pastors.  I  am 
certainly  no  expe^  but  from  a 
personal  standpoint,  I  do  know 
somedung  about  being  a  pastor 
and  being  related  to  pashm.  I 
am  the  son  of  a  pastor.  I  am  a 
pastor.  I  am  die  brodier  of  a 
pastor.  I  am  die  father  of  a  pas- 
tex;  and  I  have  had  die  blesnng 
of  being  the  friend  of  a  pastor. 

So  many  times  the  pastor  is 
called  on  to  provide  spiritual 
produce  and  put  tomatoes  on 
everyone  else's  table,  only  to 
have  no  "maters"  on  his  own 
table.  It  is  not  an  unusual  occur¬ 
rence  for  a  pastor  to  have  some¬ 
thing  planned  with  his  wife  or 
children  like  an  outing  or  a 
vacation,  only  to  have  all  of  die 


Directions 


Jim  Futrml.  executive  director-treasurer 
Missiasippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


plans  change  because  someone 
else  had  a  crisis.  I  have  heud 
people  say,  “W^  that's  what 
are  called  to  do."  While 
diat  is  true,  the  problem  is  that 
there  is  nearly  always  someone 
in  crisis.  The  pastor  and  his 
hmily  have  to  alter  die  (dans 
diey  may  have  made  regardless 
of  now  long  di^  may  have 
been  in  place  and  take  care  of 
the  need.  “Maters"  must  be  put 
on  the  odier  folk's  table. 

I  did  not  understand  it  at  the 
time,  but  I  remember  what  it 
felt  like  ivhen  my  mom,  dad,  or 
bodi  of  diem,  missed  some¬ 
thing  s(>ecial  at  sdiool.  I 
remember  occasions  when  diey 
were  not  able  to  attend  a  sports 
event  in  i^iidi  I  was  involved 
or  were  not  around  for  me  to 
talk  to  because  of  die  need  to 
deliver  "maters"  to  others.  As  a 
dad,  I  tried  to  honor  those 
moments  and  to  be  faithful  to 
my  kids  by  being  diere  widi 
dim  and  for  them.  As  hard  as 
I  would  try,  there  were  still 
those  times  when  I  was  tom 
apart  because  I  would  have  to 
leave  them  to  take  care  of 
someone  else's  need. 

I  could  not  name  all  of  the 
middle-of-the-night  crisis  calls 
diat  came  because  a  family  was 
on  the  verge  of  destructicm,  a 


sudden  illness  came,  a  car 
wreck  occurred,  or  diere  was  a 
(toadi  in  the  family.  With  a  snap 
of  your  fingers  and  the  rir^h% 
of  a  pmine,  everydung 
diaiueed.  I  su(>(XMe,  for  me  per¬ 
sonally,  the  lowest  point,  vmen 
diere  were  no  “maters"  on  the 
table,  came  when  my  oldest 
child  graduated  from  college. 

She  was  in  her  senior  year 
and  planning  to  graduate,  but 
we  did  not  uiow  the  date  of 
the  graduation.  The  time  had 
not  Men  set  because  of  die 
desire  on  die  (>art  of  die  sdiool 
to  get  the  best  speaker  (xi^ble 
for  the  commencement.  Finally, 
when  the  time  was  announced, 
it  was  quiddy  discovered  that 
we  had  a  problem.  I  was  sdied- 
uled  to  (lerfbrm  a  wedding  on 
diat  same  day.  What  do  you 
do?  Well,  you  try  to  explain 
that  your  dauj^ter  is  paduat- 
ing  from  college  and  some 
omr  arrangement  will  have  to 
be  worked  out.  Someone  else 
will  have  to  do  die  wedding. 
That  all  makes  sense  and  seems 
easy  enough,  except  I  was 
expected  to  live  up  to  my  com¬ 
mitment.  So  on  the  day  of 
graduation,  I  shared  in  die  cel¬ 
ebration  of  someone  else's  joy 
and  had  no  “maters"  on  the 
table  for  my  own  family. 


There  are  times  when  the  (Ms- 
tor  does  not  even  have  any 
“maters"  for  himself.  This  hap¬ 
pened  to  me  after  having  driven 
home  from  attending  my 
filler's  funeral  As  my  family 
got  out  of  the  caic  unloidaed  the 
doo^  and  entered  the  house  the 
phone  was  ringing.  I  answered 
die  phone  and  n  was  the  funeral 
home  in  our  town.  They  had 
been  trying  to  get  in  touen  with 
me  for  some  time  and  wanted  to 
know  if  I  would  (»each  a  funeral 
the  next  morning.  Widiout  even 
giving  it  a  second  thou^  I  said, 
"Yeg,  1  wiU  be  there."  As  I  huite 
up  the  (>hone,  I  said  to  mysdt  'T 
don't  even  nave  any  time  to 
grieve,  to  think,  or  to  (xoceas  the 
teriingB  of  losiiig  my  own  dad!" 
Ihe  fwes  involvM  knew  nodiing 
of  what  we  had  just  been 
through,  and  I  had  to  get  ready 
to  draver  some  “maters"  for 
tiieir  Ubie  the  next  morning. 

These  may  be  moving  and 
even  dramatic  moments,  but 
th^  are  not  exceptions  to  the 
daily  process  of  life  for  the  (Ms- 
tor.  1  do  not  write  these  words 
to  coiimlain,  for  I  am  blessed 
beyond  measure.  I  do  write  for 
tile  benefit  of  some  who  might 
tiiink  otiierwise.  1  want  tiiem  to 
know  that  it  is  not  always  easy 
to  be  a  pastor.  Being  a  (MStor 
requires  work,  strengtii,  care, 
sensitivity,  love,  forgiveness, 
and  diligence  in  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  g(^  things  for  other 
folk's  tables  even  when  you 
know  tiiat  tiiere  may  not  be  any 
“maters"  for  your  own  table. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  jacl^n,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral^mbcb.org. 
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Is  Your  Van  Safe'?’  Send  for  a  FREE  CD 


CaqpaBSar  Bua  Salsa,  tie  sxtiukrr  Bmr  PmArfsr 
LffeWay  Chmtei  Eeme,  not  oofy  tails  buatt...we  keep 
up  witii  tafirty  iatuat.  lagitlaUon,  ragulations  and 
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1.  Matthews  and  temMy,  Vaiden  Church,  CarroN-Montgomery  Asmc. 


1.  Vaiden  Church,  Carroll- 
Mon^mery  Association,  has  called 
Fredoie  Matthews  as  pastor.  He 
comes  from  Cruger  Church,  Holmes 
County.  He  holds  a  BA  in  Pastoral 
Ministry  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  and  his  wife  Connie 
and  son 'Garret  reside  in  Vaiden. 

2.  Plainway  Church,  Laurel,  has  called 
Mark  Hanna  as  minister  of  activities. 

3.  Parkw^  Church.  Houston,  has 
called  Frank  Vaugnn  as  minister  of 
students /associate  pastor.  He  and  his 
wife  Amy  come  from  Duck  Hill 
Churdi.  Rjmdy  Rinehart,  |>i|stor. 


2.  Hanna 


1.  Cliildr«i%  Choir,  Rocky  Creek  Church,  lucedile 


2.  Childrefi%  Group,  Conehatta  Church,  Conehatta 


The  children's  choir  of 
Rocky  Creek  Churdi, 
Lucc<Ulc,  held  a  dinner  d«- 
ater  May  4  to  raise  money 
for  die  Glenoaks  Nursing 
Home  chapel  fund.  The 
event  raised  $2000.  Shown 
making  the  presentation  is 
the  choir;  Eug^  Hamilton, 
dumlain  of  Glenoaks;  and 
pastor  Greg  Barker. 


2.  The  children's  of 

Conehatta  Churdi,  eonc> 
hatti^  recently  visited  the 
Hattiesburg  Zoo  during 
spring  break.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 

3.  Bethesda  Church,  Terry, 
recently  had  a  Disciple 
Now  weekend.  Chris 
Layton  led  worship  and 


Louis  Zinc  was  the  speak¬ 
er.  Pictured  are  all  partic¬ 
ipants.  Robby  Britt,  pas¬ 
tor.  l>uncan  Tucker,  youth 
minister. 

Harrisvillc  Church,  Simp¬ 
son  County,  is  hosting  the 
Mark  Trammell  Trio  in  con¬ 
cert  July  8,  10  a.m.  Free 
admissioa  but  a  love  offer- 


AUTO  •  HOME  •  CHURCH 


Rewordra  darchgoers  for  itm 
tfoslyle  choices! 

FaRhGuaid  InfuinrKe  for  ChufdigcMrs 
•  WatviddeductMesforsoinectiuidi-related 


•  Special  discounts  for  pastors,  nonsmokers  and 


•  BenefMs  that  help  cover  tithing  or  donations 

•  Double  the  medkai  payment  for  some  church 


Contact  your  local 
GuideOne  Agent 
to  leant  more. 


Insurance 


ing  will  be  taken.  For  infor¬ 
matics  call  (601)  847-1593 
or  visit  www.harrisville- 
baptistchurch.com . 

Concord  Church,  Pela- 
hatchie,  will  host  Ann 
Downing  in  concert  July  7, 
6:30  p.m.  A  love  offering 
will  be  received;  for  infor- 
matiem,  call  (601 )  420-0943. 


Bibliocipher 

By  CfuHpi  KUn,  1932  •  2004 
copyright*^  2005 


ZEDQADCFDTZVAZY  AZ 
DCAF  HNXEZWN  ZED, 
DCTD  DCN  FKAHADF 
THN  FOUXNWD  OZDE 
MEO;  UOD  HTDCNH 
HNXEAWN  UNWTOFN 
MEOH  ZTGNF  THN 
QHADDNZ  AZ  CNTLNZ. 

SOBN  DNZ:  DQNZDM 
Clue:  0*U 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  krtowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throu^iout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Daniel  Six:  Twenty-Two. 


3.  Disdplc  Now  fkrticipaiits,  Bethesda  Churdi,  TMvy 


-  Ml\( .  l\l  \  l\  I 


Celo  Ckutdi,  Ranlrin  County:  Revleel,  Ji^  22-47:  Sun., 
11  a.m.  and  12:30  p.aa.;  Kloii.-YrU  7  pjn.;  Ronnie  iaivey, 
Mark  Byrd,  Robert  KJtyttB,  Scott  ihoeaea,  Jim  Putsul,  and 
Wkyne  Van  Horn,  apeakers,  raapecttvely;  Joe  Styran,  muaic; 
Oaranoe  Young,  interim  paalor. 


Amoi  Chuid^  ralhnuu  Okf,  Horn 
22-27;  Sun.,  10*30  ajiL,  fbUoi^  by 


Mt  VlMuon  Chuich,  Ubeity:  HoaMconOnc  and  I6OII1 
aaabraraaiyi  Inlf  IS;  aarvioaa,  1030  a.m.,  followed  by  dinnar  at 
noon;  Scott  Grttki,  speaker;  Clint  and  Laura  Penalbeiv  nuiaic. 

Paynaa  Churdi,  TUlahatchic  County:  Homoconttac,  July 
8;  services,  9:45  a.m.  widt  a  singing  group  and  local  singers; 
wor^p,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  meal;  David 
lltomaa,  speaker. 


Goodwin, 
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PARENT  CONFERENCE 

AUGUST  10-12,  2007 
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Drillers:  front  row,  Julia 
Weber,  Jordan  Gray;  sec¬ 
ond  row,  Joshua  Peoples, 
Chandler  Mathis,  Julianna 
Ingram,  Dot  Hamilton; 


7.  BMe  DriHen.  Hnl  Church,  Carfhaue 


Fortenberry,  Mark  Golden, 
Mary  Elizaoeth  Rhea. 

8.  Pint  Chmdw  Polla  Ouiq), 
recognized  its  modiers  on 
Momer's  Day.  Shoivn  are 
the  mothers. 

9.  First  Church,  Itta  Bena, 
hosted  a  Memorial  Day 
fellowship,  including  a 
cookout  and  karaoke 
singing.  Shown  are  some 
of  m  participants. 

10.  New  Prospect  Church, 
Hamilton,  reco^zes  its 
Bible  Drillers,  xiown  are 


S.  Molher%  Dayi  Hrsl  Church,  PoMs  Camp 


6.  BMe  DrWcri,  Souih  LouisvMe  Church,  South  LouisvNIe 


6.  South  Louisville  Church, 
Louisville,  recognizes  its 
Bible  Drillers;  mint  row, 
Katie  McCool,  Zachaiy 
Allen;  second  row,  Eric 
D 

w^vis;  third  row, 
Robbie  Faulk,  Brandon 
Hemirfiill,  Whitney  Smidv 
fourm  row,  Emily  Davis, 
Christin  Sanders. 

7.  First  Church,  Carthage 


3-  » 


UNITING 


AND 


e 


& 


iikey  Loftin, 
and  Alison  Atkins. 

11.  A  music  trio  from  Shiloh 
Church,  Big  Creek,  called 
Shik),  has  released  their  first 
CD,  It'll  Be  Worth  It  AU.  The 
trio  consists  of  David 
Phillips,  Nidi  Phillips,  and 
Barbara  Hearn. 


12.  Dorroh  Lake  Baptist 

Assembly,  Webster 

County,  IS  holding  a  Girls 
Camp  July  9-12  and  a  Boys 
Camp  July  16-19.  The  camp 
offers  activities  and  Bible 
studies  for  ages  8-17;  cost  is 
$85.  Send  a  $10  deposit  and 
t-shirt  size  to  72o  Dorroh 
Lake  Rd.,  Calhoun  City,  KC 
38916.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Cybil  Whitt,  direc¬ 
tor  at  (662)  258-7545. 

13.  Miice  lohnson,  EttieL  is 
available  for  rivals  and 
crusades.  He  can  be  reached 
at  (662)  674-0071. 


Lake 


Baptist 


County,  IS 
Camp  July 
Camp  July 


9.  Memorial  Duy  Servloo,  Nhi 


— i 


1.  Calvary  Church,  Oak  Grove 


1.  Calvary  Church,  Oak 
Grove,  held  their  VBS 
June  4-8.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

2.  Coldwater  Church, 
Philadelphia,  held  its 
VBS  May  28-June  1,  with 
an  enrollment  of  16  and 
average  attendance  of  12. 
The  orfering  was  given  to 
the  Happiness  Hills 
Home  for  Girls,  Neshoba 

'  CuUMy.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 


3.  Concord  Church,  Boone* 
ville:  July  9-13,  6-8:30 

f  .m.;  all  dtildren  through 
2  years.  Transportation 
provided  if  needed. 

4.  Fiiat  Church,  Polkvillc,  held 
thnr  VBS  reoet^,  giving 
their  offering  to  The  Bimtist 
Children's  \allage.  In  a  boys 
vs.  girb  oompeBtion  in  ra»- 
ii^  mon^,  both  the  VBS 
diiectoi;  Bobby  Bradshaw, 


5.  Straight  Bayou  Church, 
Anqimia,  h«d  their  VBS 
June  3-8.  Shown  are  tfw 
participants. 

6.  Hebron  Church,  Smith- 
dale,  held  their  VBS  May 
28-June  1.  The  children 
raised  $840  to  have  the 
Bible  translated  into  the 
Hindi  language.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

7.  Shiloh  Church,  Marion 
County:  July  15-20,  6-8:30 
a.m.  All  ages. 

8.  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Calhoun  Aaaociation, 
held  its  VBS  recently  with 
a  total  enrollment  of  92 
and  an  average  attendance 
of  74.  The  mission  offering 
of  $460.33  was  given  to  the 
Peru  mission. 
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5.  Straight  Bayou  Church,  AnquiNa 


The  Blue  Mountain  College 

Miiusterial  Alumni  Association  recent- 

ly  aimounced  the  2007-2008  recipients  B  -  J 

of  die  Travis  Scholarships.  Lucille  ■'  ^  I 

Travis,  wife  of  the  late  James  L.  Travis,  1.  pL  I 

is  pictiued  widi  BMC  ministerial  schol- 
arship  recipients:  Andrew  Bailey 
(Albertville,  Ala.X  loshua  Baker  (N^ 

Albany),  ^an  Baker  (New  AlbanyX 
lun  B^  (lopley),  Andrew  Best  (Pride, 

La.),  Kris  wville  (Soudiaven),  Bill 

Blackmon  (Columbus),  Jonathan  9IIB|BHPHHHBii^^^B^HHII^IH 

Philip  Caiithers  (Harvest,  Ala.X  Aaron  - ^ - 

Clay  (Ohve  BranchX  Ch^  Ferguson  (ClarksdaleX  Tim  Gassoway  (Belmont),  Daniel  Harkins 
(LmandX  Sam  Henderson  (NesmtX  Mark  Hill  (Bruce),  Jonathan  Hobson  (Belzoni),  Jesse  Hug^ns 
(CorinthX  Ibddy  James  (New  ASumyX  Brian  Jones  (Carthage),  Austin  IGmbrough  (Moorevffle), 
Matthew  King  (WMer  VaDeyX  Ryan  Mouser  (Decatur;  Ala^  Jade  Napier  (Blue  Mountain),  Joe 
Stewart  (Bhie  MountainX  JoAua  Wiarren  (Demui),  Jason  Webb  (Tipelo),  and  Clark  Whitten 
(Corinth).  Four  l^via  Leadership  Scholarships  were  given  to:  Qark  Wnitten  (freshman),  Joe 
Stewart  (hiniorX  Andrew  Best  (sophorrKxeX  and  Jack  Napier  (senior).  IWo  incomins  students 


9.*  Pfeannt  ttfL  Church;  CalhoarrAsJ^Silhjir 


\  ns 

do  you  become  discouraged  united  and  praying  for  the 
and  Quit?  same  boldness? 

3.  Untied  in  Meeting  Needs 
(Acts  4:32-35) 

Do  you  hold  your  posses¬ 
sions  lighdy?  The  early  church 
were  did!  Meting  d>e  needs  was  dear¬ 
ly  demonstrated  by  the  first 
murch.  They  were  "of  one  heart 
und»  the  and  one  soul;  neither  did  any- 
^irit.  So  one  say  duit  any  of  the  things  ne 
Iness  that  posses^  was  his  own,  but  diey 
Now  when  they  had  all  things  in  common, 
saw  the  boldness  of  Peter  and  Those  who  were  able,  acid  and 
John,  and  perceived  that  dwy  brought  to  those  who  were  lack- 
were  uneducated  and  untrained  ing  or  had  need.  Because  of  their 
marveled.  And  they  love,  generosity,  and  kindness 
dw  realized  that  they  had  been  with  "great  grace  was  upon  them 
Jesus"  (Acts  4:13).  Peter  and  all".  This  means  "God's  grace 
John  received  their  "Spiritual  was  abundandy  evident  among 

-  .  .  I  lyk  ,  testimony 

were  dismissed  to  the  omununity! 

Peter  and  |ohn  returned  to  How  do  we  best  support 
"dteir  own  companions  and  other  believers?  The  answer  is 
report  all  that  had  been  said  simple  and  very  plain, 
to  dwm."  Our  focal  passage  through  fellowship,  by 
centers  in  on  their  prayer  tor  prayer,  and  meeting  the  needs 
boldness.  It  is  interesting  to  of  others.  Remember  people 
note  the  Sadducees  already  on  the  outside  of  the  church 
saw  their  boldness.  Their  are  looking  in  to  see  what  is 
prayer  was  to  be  even  bolder  in  happening  on  the  inside.  Are 
lyer  (Acts  me  midst  of  dwir  difficulties,  we  united  or  divided? 

C3od  granted  tfteir  prayer:  - 

Do  difficulties  draw  you  "diey  spoke  die  word  of  God  Leathers  is  a  member  of  First 

with  boldness."  Is  your  diurch  Church,  Durant. 
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United  We  Stand 

Acb  24»47;  4dS-M,  IMS 


Peter  and  John  had  been 
arrested  by  the  Sadducees,  the 
people  ^10  condemned 
j  die,  for  healing  a  lame 

_  (Acts  3).  They 

brought  before  the  Siuihedrin 
where  P^ter  weaks  with  great 
power  and  aumority,  \ — J—  ll- 
direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  So 
great  was  their  boldness  ^t 
Luke  writes, 


other.  Ghristian  fellow-  same  p< 
ahq}  is  one  of  mutual  Jesus  to 

consideration,  edifica-  man  ( 

don,  encouragement, 
trust,  restorad^  and 
utilizing  eadi  bdiever's 

Here's  a  church  with  a  steak,  "die  first  work  of  spiritual  gift. 

Open  Fhe  door  atid  see  all  me  peopk.  church  history  ever  Leallim  As  you  study  this 

penned"  and  aw  your-  passage  note  the  num- 

The  Acts  of  the  AposdeSr  writ-  sdf  is  nw  diurch  ...  ber  of  tunes  the  word  "all"  is 

ten  ki  a  narn^ve  hohion,  is  1.  United  in  Fellowship  used.  "All  who  bdieved  were 

Li^s  second  book  and  gives  a  (Ads  2:42-47)  together,  had  all  diings  in  corn- 

detailed  account  regarding  the  After  Pentecost,  Peter  mon,  divided  them  among  all,  men, 

growth  of  the  early  (nuch. It  has  preached  and  3(XX)  new  believers  and  having  favor  wil 
been  said  die  Act  is  a  how  to  were  added  to  the  church.  Thm  people."  Inat  is  unity!  Also 

manual  for  the  diurch  and  a  were  four  disciplines  essential  notfoethisbody  of  believers  met  —  -  . 

model  to  emulate  for  pastors  md  for  the  groivth  of  dtis  young  daily  in  the  teinple,  in  the  hous-  PhD"  from  the  Master  Teacher! 
bdievers.  Spanning  three  group  or  believers.  There  was  es,  luid  ate  their  food  widi  glad-  After 
decades  of  the  church's  existenoe  teadte^  fellowship,  the  break-  ness  and  simplidty  of  h^." 
the  Acts  enmhMiaes  Jenis  C3iriat  ing  of  bread,  and  prayers.  The  fellowship  at  First  Churdi 
was  the  Meaaidv  dw  gospel  is  FoWship  (koinonia  in  the  Jerusalem  was  so  awesome  that 
offered  to  everyone  (Jm  and  Oeek)  is  more  than  a  diurch-  all  people  were  noticing. 

GendfesX  and  it  stresses  the  work  sponsored  meal  or  social  gadier-  Therefore,  "the  Lord  added  to 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  (mentioned  ing.  Notice  it  says  there  was  the  church  daily  diose  who  were 
over  50  times).  Hw  MacAithur  teadiing  or  a  stu^  of  Scrfoture  being  saved."  People  wanted 
Study  BMe  noles^  "R  was  the  then  Mlowdiip.  iW  and  fore-  and  desired  the  life  die  believers 
spiiirs  cUrecdt^  oontroOii^  and  most  feOowdifo  is  to  be  ground-  had  and  were  livi 
empowering  ministry  that  ed  in  our  oneness  in  Jesus  Christ.  2.  United  in 

strer^gdioi^  the  church  and  Additionally,  "fdlowdiip  reflects  4:23-24,29-31) 
causra  R  to  grow  in  numbers,  an  attitude  wherein  we  share  all  P 

^jiiitual  powo;  and  influenoe."  things  in  common.  The  all  things  closer  to  the  Lord  in  prayer  or 


The  prophet  begins  ment  upm  us  if  we  do  not  come 
by  presenting  a  solemn  before  Him  in  humil^. 
warning  to  Uidah  that  In  chapter  2:1-3,  Z^haniah 
imminent  destruction  reminds  ns  of  God's  call  to 
is  on  the  horizon,  not  humility, 
just  for  them  but  also  Ckxi's  words  of  judgment 
for  the  whole  earth.  He  also  have  a  reden^ve  objec- 
es  die  practice  of  dve,  namdy,  to  lead  His  people 
Ise  religion,  superfi-  to  turn  huinbly  to  Him.  Liken  to 
d  wwwiip  of  Cfod,  the  plea  of  the  profdiet  on  behalf 
ming  bade  horn  fol-  of  Ck>d.  "Come  togedier  and 
ving  God  and  foiling  hold  assemi^.  Sedc  die  Lord  all 
stwi  His  guidance  as  ye  humble,  aeek  righteousness. 
God  that  were  unac-  Seek  humility."  It  seems  to  be  a 
ese  sins  point  to  last  chance  plea  from  die 

itual  arrogance  and  pride.  Ckxi  prophet  It  may  not  be  too  late, 
promised  to  expose  and  puniki  One  writer  said  that  following 
rlis  people's  compUKxncy,  indif-  the  ^oom,  unmitigated  and 
ference,  and  materialism.  unrmeved  in  any  way, 

true  for  Judah,  Zephaniah  sends  one  shaft  of 
for  the  people 
e  is  a  sense  in 

which  we  flaunt  our  comfcHt-  only  one  ww 
able  complaoency,  our  indiffer-  tioiied  hoe.  t 
ence  before  God,  thinking  that 
mt.  It  not  God  neither  rewards  nor  pun- 
peo^  of  ishesevil.lt  is  as  if  we  think  that  theLordma^ 
to  all  pe<^  of  all  God  will  not  hold  us  reaponsi-  t^dayofL 
do  not  come  to  him  ble  or  accountable  for  our  atd- 
andfoith.  tudes.  But,  jimt  as  God  fulfilled 

phMdah  1:12-15,  Ks  promise  to  Judah,  God  will  seeking  to  find  mercy  from  God. 
peaeenti  our  need  also  punish  His  people  of  all 
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Humility 

Zephaniah  1:12-15;  2:1^  3:11-U 

arks  Rodgers  overtaken  the  northern 

kingdom.  In  die  begin- 


not  know  iust  how  long  they 
had,  indivioually  or  coUeravdy, 
to  genuinely  humble  themselves 
before  the  Lord.  Neither  do  we! 

In  chapter  3:11-12, 
Zephaniah  reminds  us  of  the 
beneff  ts  of  humility. 

These  verses  are  set  in  the 
context  of  immediate  and  future 
restoration  and  exaltation  for 
the  people  of  Israel.  They  pro¬ 
vide  a  message  of  hope  for  the 
remnant.  The  shame  will  be 
removed  since  the  sins  of  pride 
and  hau^tineas  no  kmm  odst 
among  moae  humUe  arid  obedi¬ 
ent  before  God.  The  meek  and 
light  hRo  the  darkness.  A  rem-  humble  will  find  safety  and 
nant  may  yethe  saved.  There  is  security  in  the  Lord.  Th^  will 
of  escape  men-  find  refuge  in  times  of  trouble, 
3se  who  come  to  and  they  will  not  live  in  fear. 
God  in  humility  and  seek  to  The  same  is  true  for  us.  As  we 
return  to  the  commandments  of  live  humUy  before  the  Lord,  we 
the  Lord  nuw  find  mercy  during  experience  all  the  benefits  of  liv- 
the  day  of  God's  fierce  wrath  on  ing  in  frilowship  with  Him. 

the  land.  His  plea  is  for  all  to  - 

come  in  k^atne  and  remorse  Rodgers  is  Aasociational 

Missions  Director  for  Jadeson 
Rwwaniridividualaridaoor-  Association  and  a  memter  of  First 
porale  call  for  all  to  seek  Him,  to  Church,  Gautier. 


The  word  that  best  describes  ning,Zephaiuah  preset  a  gnilgrri  hu 
the  wiritual  posture  of  the  typi-  very  dianal,  aioomy  pic-  lov 

cal  GnristiMi  today  is  the  word  ture  of  Judah's  sm  and  die  to  seek  Him 
apathy.  Many  duuch  members  impending  doom.  But  later  a 
just  aft  bade  and  watch  while  a  new  note  »  sounded,  one  of  hem 
smaD  segment  of  the  people  do  for  uruversal  salvation  and  uln- 
dl  die  wotIl  the  praying,  the  male  restoratian. 
giving  and  me  going.  Personal  While  die  immediate  appli- 
convenienoe  has  refwned  spiri-  cation  of  Zephaniah's  prepne- 
tual  commitment,  and  die  goal  des  relates  to  Judah's  national 
of  Christianity  is  contentment  destruction  as  a  punidunent  feu'  it  is  equallj 
rather  dian  commitment  Sadly,  '  the  people's  sins,  the  language  of  ova  day. 
many  of  these  uncommitlM  also  portrays  Cfod's  wram  on 
people  ddnk  that  God  is  pleaaed  the  sms  of  "all  the  inlufoitants 
with  thens.  This  is  not  the  case.  of  die  earth"  (1:18,  3:8)  at  the 
Zmhaniah  prophesied  dur^  firud  Day,  of  Ji 
the  rngn  of  Manasseh  —  6 
B.  C  I&  work  marked  the 
nirw  of  a  new  line  of  ps 
inefoding  Jctemialv  H» 

Obadidi,  «id  EaekieL  The 
spoke  out  to  aedi  to  save 
mxn  the  fate  that  had  a 


No  landscape-,  building-,  or  obj^-oniy 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  ptddished 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-avallabte  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 


Baptist  Reoofd  murt  be  eMwr  (a)  twiewrit- 
ten,  (b)  netely  priresd  on  8  1/2  by  1  l-kich 
papei;  or  (c)  nesdy  priniBd  on  slandardfoed 


noaiticies  Photograph  aitechments  are  pertnissible.  ars  not  i 
one.  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  be  used 


.  -  file  via  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 

the  mdto,  wltel,  «4en,  where  details  of  either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  (hiee-and-a-half  inch  stamped  envelope, 
die  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
address  and  telephone  number.  dear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  53(),  Jackson, 

Photographs  rnay  be  color  or  black  and  All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
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Finding  Our  Place  of  Service 

Acte  6:1-7;  9*J6-4Q;  11:29-30 


By  Laura  LaaBian 


At  this  time  of  year  nominat¬ 
ing  committees  are  hard  at 
work!  Needed  are  people  who 
will  serve  on  committees, 
teach,  and  fill  other  ministiy 
positions.  Completion  date  is 
oy  August  31st.  "Will  you 
serve"  is  a  repeated  phrase 
from  members  of  the  commit¬ 
tee.  Before  you  say  yes  or  no 
—  do  you  pray,  consider  your 
spiritual  mft,  and  reflect  on 
your  parncular  calling.  God 
has  a  unique  ministry  plan 
widi  a  specific  purpose  and 
place  just  for  you. 

Therefore,  as  members  of  His 
(iiurch  we  need  to  realize  ... 

1.  We  Can  Serve  in 
Different  Wavs  (Acts  6:1-7) 

All  of  Goers  work  is  impor¬ 
tant  and  there  is  no  scale 
regarding  areas  or  degrees  of 
importance. 


"We  are  His  work¬ 
manship,  created  in 
Christ  Jesus,  for  gcxxl 
works,  whicii  Ck»a  pre-  Lai 
pared  beforehand  mat 
we  should  walk  in  them"  (Eph. 
2:10).  Paul  tells  us  "There  are 
diversities  of  gifts,  but  die  same 
Spirit.  There  are  differences  of 
ministries,  but  the  same  Lord. 
And  there  are  diversities  of 
activities,  but  it  is  die  same  Gcxi 
who  works  all  in  all  ...  But  one 
and  the  same  spirit  woiks  all 
this  diings,  distributing  to  each 
one  individually  as  He  wills"  (1 
Cor.  12:4-6,11). 

In  die  focal  passage  we  see 
the  first  major  division  to  face 
the  early  church.  It  arose 
against  die  Hebrews  over  die 
equal  distribution  of  focKl  to  die 
Hellenists  widows.  Last  week's 
lesson  told  us  there  was  unity 
and  a  sharing  of  all  things.  Thu 
problem  does  not  mean  there 


was  no  Icmger  unity, 
but  a  dilenuna  to  be 
addressed.  The  spps- 
dcs  knew  their  caUing 
was  studying  and 
leaching  die  l^rd  of 
Gcxl  aiM  their  respon¬ 
sibility  was  to  be  in 
prayer  and  ministry  of 
me  word. 

Therefore,  the  solu- 
ters  tion  was  to  choose 

seven  men  who  had  a 

"good  reputation,  full  of  the 

Fmly  Spirit  and  wisdom"  to 
serve  die  tables.  Then  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  affirmation  and  support 
the  disciples  laid  hands  on  the 
seven  men  chosen  and  prayed 
for  them.  When  we  are  serving 
in  the  ways  and  areas  Gcxl  has 
placed  us  in  we  should  be  able 
to  say,  "Then  the  word  of  Gcxl 
spread  ...  the  priests  were  obe- 
ciient  to  the  faith"  (vs.  7). 
Serving  for  Gcxl's  glory! 

2.  m  Can  Serve  Through 
Our  Skills  (Acts  9:36-40) 
Recendy,  I  met  a  wexnan  who 
told  me  she  baked  a  cake  eve^- 
day.  As  die  cake  baked,  she 
would  pray  and  ask  Gcxl  to 
show  liCT  who  was  going  to  be 
the  recipient.  She  said  He  would 


give  her  a  name  and  then  she 
would  deliver  it.  She  used  her 
skills  in  the  kitchen  to  serve  the 
Lord  diiou^  a  cake  ministry. 

Dorcas,  known  as  a  certain 
disciple  named  Tabitha, 
became  very  side  and  died.  The 
widows  were  so  grieved  they 
sent  for  Peter  to  come  quickly. 
Once  he  arrived  the  widows 
showed  him  all  the  tunics  and 
garments  Dorcas  had  made. 
They  missed  her  greatly,  not 
because  she  showcased  her 
skills,  but  ministered  to  diem 
dirough  her  sewing.  Notice  in 
this  passage  we  are  not  told  she 
was  a  seanutress  until  verse  39. 
Instead  she  was  known  for 
being  a  woman  "full  of  gcxxl 
works  and  charitable  deecu." 

How  has  the  Lord  gifted  you 
and  how  are  you  using  your 
skills,  training,  and  abilities  for 
minis^,  missions,  and  evange¬ 
lism?  The  attention  is  not  to  dis¬ 
play  our  skills  but  to  bring 
honor  and  glory  to  the  Lora 
and  to  meet  needs. 

3.  We  Can  Serve  Through 
Giving  (Acts  11:29-30) 

Anticipating  a  need  and  then 
giving  to  meet  that  need  is 
another  way  we  can  serve.  An 


excellent  illustratfon  is  through 
Agabus,  a  prophet  from 
Jerusalem.  He  warned  there 
would  be  a  great  famine 
diroughout  the  world.  We  do 
know  "a  great  famine"  did 
cxxrurred  in  Israel  around  A.D. 
45-46  through  other  writers. 
His  warning  challenged  the 
disciples  to  give  "according  to 
his  wility,"  (vs  29).  Not  cmly 
did  they  give,  but  tiiey  sent 
Barnabas  and  Saul  to  deliver 
tiieir  gifts  —  a  personal  tcxicii! 

The  Mississippi  Disaster  Relief 
Unit  was  reacly  to  serve  when 
Hurricane  Katrina  hit  the  Gulf 
CcMst  in  August  of  2005. 
Anticipating  a  tiemendcxis  need, 
the  teams  were  placed  on  alert 
status,  cases  of  foexL  watei;  and 
other  supiiriies  were  packed,  and 
other  units  across  the  natkxi  were 
kept  informed  and  prepared  to 
assist.  Filling  foe  need  wcxild  not 
have  been  possfole  if  Mississippi 
Bapt^  had  not  been  giving  and 
training  prior  to  fois  disaster. 
And  fo^  continue  to  meet  needs 
on  the  coast  All  because  it  is  they 
are  Him  I  Serve  ... 

Leathers  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Durant. 
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Commitment 

Haggai  1:7-9, 12-15;  2:15-19 


By  Charles  Rcxlgars  foe  center  of  our  universe. 

His  priorities  become  our 
The  hen  and  the  pig  were  priorities.  Like  the  pig,  fois 
walking  in  the  yard  one  day.  The  certainly  appears  to  be  eas- 
hen  had  heard  foat  a  visiting  ier  for  others  foan  it  is  for  us. 
minister  was  spending  the  ni^t  Gcxl  desires  foat  His  people 
at  the  farm  foat  night.  The  Ken  fulfill  His  purposes  here  on 
said  to  the  pig,  "Say,  its  not  every  earth  and  to  do  foat  we  must 
day  that  we  get  the  emportunity  make  His  work  our  priority, 
to  help  cxie  cx  God's  faithful  ser-  According  to  Haggai  there  are 
vants,  so,  why  don't  you  and  1  three  steps  that  we  need  to  take, 
get  together  and  provide  a  spe¬ 
cial  hium  and  egg  breakfast  for  We  must  evaluate  our  prior- 
foe  minister  in  foe  morning?"  ities.  Haggai  1:7-9 
The  pig  replied,  "wait  a  minute,  The  setting  of  Haggai  is  eigh- 
fois  IS  a  mere  ccxitribution  for  teen  years  after  foe  nrst  exiles 
you,  but  for  me  it  requires  total  had  returned  from  Babylon, 
commitment."  J^ost  oeoole  have  Thev  have  returned  annind  537 


cial  hium  and  egg  breakfast  for  We  must  evaluate  our  prior- 
foe  minister  in  foe  morning?"  ities.  Haggai  1:7-9 
The  pig  replied,  "wait  a  minute.  The  setting  of  Haggai  is  eigh- 
fois  IS  a  mere  ccxitribution  for  teen  years  after  foe  nrst  exiles 
you,  but  for  me  it  requires  total  had  returned  from  Babylon, 
commitment."  jVlost  people  have  They  have  returned  annind  537 
placed  themselves  at  foe  center  B.C.  and  have  apparently  erected 
of  their  own  universe.  They  are  an  altar  at  the  site  of  foe  old  tem- 
concemed  primarily  about  their  pie.  They  have  cleared  away 
own  desires,  ambitions  and  well  some  of  the  rubble  from  the  old 
being.  Their  priorities  are  selfish,  walls,  but  have  progressed  no 
To  make  a  faith  commitment  to  further  in  18  years.  Haggai  cites 
the  Lord  means  foat  He  becomes  the  Lord  in  chapter  1:2.  Gcxl  says 


to  Haggai  "these  pieo- 
ple  say:  the  time  has 
not  conw  for  the  hcnise 
of  the  Lord  to  be 
rebuilt."  And  then  Gcxl 

Kies  a  question  for 
ggai  to  preset  to 
the  people.  ''Is  it  time 
for  yem  to  live  in  ycnir 
paneled  hemses  while 

nuns?  Irs  as  if  Gcxl  is 
saying,  "think  abcxit  it!  Do  you 
think  you  are  doing  the  nght 
thiiw  here?" 

G^  is  calling  for  His  people 
to  change  their  priorities  and 
start  rebuilding  the  temple. 
They  had  been  more  interested 
in  their  own  prosperity  than 
with  rebuilding  the  temple.  In 
verse  seven  He  reminds  them 
to  think  carefully  about  their 
ways.  He  encourages  them  to 
go  get  lumber  and  get  to  build¬ 
ing  the  temple.  A  rebuilt  temple 
would  please  and  glorify  Gcxl. 
He  reminds  them  mat  in  their 
present  state  they  are  expecting 
Gcxl's  blessings  upon  them,  but 
their  expectations  were  not 
being  met  because  their  priori¬ 
ties  were  not  right. 


We  must  follow  Godly 
leaders.  Haggai  1:12-15 

The  people  obeyed  the  voice 
of  Gcxl  and  the  words  of  foe 
prophet.  They  immediately 
oegan  to  work  on  rebuilding  foe 
temple.  Too  many  congrega¬ 
tions  are  off-course,  divided 
and/or  spiritually  powerless 
texlay  because  of  confused  pri¬ 
orities  among  foe  members.  Tex) 
often  churcl^  criticize  or  dis¬ 
miss  their  ministers  rather  than 
hear  and  heed  what  the  Lord  is 
telling  them  through  their  Gcxl- 
callecf  leaders.  We  give  priority 
tb  doing  the  Lord's  work  when 
we  owy  His  word  given 
through  His  dedicated  leaders. 

We  can  experience  life's 
fullness.  Haggai  2:15-19 

In  these  verses,  Haggai  sug- 

fests  that  foe  prople  Uu^  a  look 
ack.  He  reminds  them  that 
because  of  their  confused  priori¬ 
ties,  Gcxl  had  withheld  his  bless¬ 
ings  upon  foem.  It  seems  that 
they  were  simply  going  through 
the  motions  or  trusting  and  serv¬ 
ing  Gcxl  and  were  not  receiving 
Gcxl's  richest  blessings  upon 
their  lives.  They  exp>erienced 


drought  and  famine,  as  well  as, 
contamination  of  their  spiritual 
leaders  and  their  holy  things. 
They  were  not  following  me 
Lora  or  His  messenger,  and  as  a 
result  they  were  nussing  exit  cxi 
the  bcnmtiful  blessings  of  Gcxl. 

Haggai  also  suggests  that 
the  people  take  a  lcx)k  for- 
wareJ.  Gcxl  says  at  the  end  of 
2:19  "but  from  this  day  on  1 
will  bless  you."  Because  of 
the  faithfulness  of  the  pe^le 
to  rebuild  the  temple,  Gcxi 
promised  to  do  great  and 
mighty  things  anci  to  allow 
this  remnant  of  His  people  to 
share  in  the  glory  of  His  vic¬ 
tory.  When  we  express  our 
commitment  to  the  Lord  by 
giving  priority  to  His  work. 
He  meets  our  needs  and  we 
experience  the  joy  of  helping 
to  carry  out  His  work  in  the 
world.  All  the  blessings  of 
God  are  poured  out  upon  His 
faithful  people  and  His  victo¬ 
ries  become  their  victories. 

Rodgers  is  .^ssociational 
Missions  Director  for  Jackson 
Association  and  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Gautier. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Reccxd  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  pheXographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  ccxiperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Ccxivention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  Tlw 
Baptist  Reccxd  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  cx>  8  1/2  by  1 1  -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  nemy  printed  cxi  standardized 
Kxms  piDvided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  recent!  in  writing  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  ewer  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  In  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 


Phexograph  attachments  are  p^issible. 

Please  make  articles  ccxKise.  Include 
the  wlio,  w4iaL  e4ien,  u^teie  details  of 
the  story,  alcxig  with  a  contact  perscxi's 
addness  and  teteohcxie  number. 

Photographs  rnay  be  color  or  black  and 


are  ncX  r^cxkicible.  Digital  pheXos  m^ 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  jl^G  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  cx  (c)  CD.  PheXos  must  be 
c\eat.  sharp,  and  well-light^. 

All  hews  items  are  subject  to  editing, 


Ring.  PhcXc^raphs  must  depict  people. 

lo  landscape-,  building-,  or  obj^-only 
pheXographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/cx  ptKXogrwhs  can  be  published 
one  time  cxily.  (deadline  fex  submitting 
news  is  cxie  week  prkx  to  requested 
publicaticxi  date. 

Articles  that  are  ncX  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  cxi  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
acccxnpanied  by  a  selNaddressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  phcXosr<mhs  to  The 
Baptist  Reccxd,  P.O.  Box  53(j,  jackscxi. 
Mi  39205-0530.  FAX:  (Wl)  292-3330. 

'  E-maltf ^ptis^dfltoWibtlb.o^.'  ”  '* 
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Gal  dan  WhHHngfan 
Carolyn  Donald 
AmvEUi* 

Mn  Oyd*  E  WUUaat* 

Ml  Emma  Lonp 
Ml  Badk  WIktamaan 
Mn  Ruth  B.  WlWamaon 
Canimay  Lana  Akaandri*  Wbad* 
krry  A  lohtuur  Grimom 

MWI 

Graabar  Btodmr.  bw 
Mr.  A  Mn  Bin  Baibar 
Ml  ON*  Ray  Zaipkr 

Mr.  Gary  L.  Home 


Thd  BapkPl  ChUdran's  VWpjyff  it  looking  for  indivMfuals  to  join  thoir  minittrv  toam. 
Applicpnti  mual  bp  mpEira  Chnakan  adults  with  parsonal  intogrily.  charactar  and 
raputabon  with  standards  and  adtics  aapactad  of  any  mambar  of  Tha  Baptist 
CNIdran's  ViMaga  staff  to  ba  conaidarad  for  tha  auaitabfa  poaMon. 


Hou—pf  kwt  Job  Opulwg  ow  lisdto  WuHnwry  CwnpuB.  JBctoon 

Tha  primary  job  rasponaibifity  of  a  houaa  parani  is  to  maintain  a  homaWca 
arwironmant  tfta^modafs  haalthy.  Christian  family  living  for  chiktrsn  and/or 
youth  raaidants. 

Tha  dubaa  of  a  housaparant  ara  many  and  ara  variad  and  somawhat  daparufant 
upon  tha  spacific  program  and  oottaga  to  which  aaaignad.  Tha  following  hat  of 
rasponsibilitioi  is  to  jiravida  an  ovarviaw  of  tha  job  and  is  not  an  atthaualiva  list 

OStar  )eb  raapoiwMMIaa: 

•  Provida  immadiata  suparviston  of  rastdams  in  tha  cottage  and  other  tattings 

•  Partidpata  fuky  in  the  implamantabon  trf  each  raaidant  i  Plan  of  Cara 

•  Modal  Christian  values  and  Hfastyls  for  rastdsnts  and  their  familias 

•  Modal  a  healthy  physical,  social  arto  emotional  lifastyla  for  raaidants 

•  Serve  as  tha  primary  banaportabon  raaouroa  for  raskfants  of  sssignad  cottage 

•  2B^  years  of  age 

•  A  singla  woman  or  a  husbatKi/wifa  team  wtN  ba  cotwidbiad  for  this  position 

•  Good  jihyaical.  mental  and  emotional  haalth 

•  Stabla.  avsn  diapoaibon 

•  VWkt  drlvar's  Koanas  with  a  good  driving  record 

•  Educational  background  must  ba  at  a  minimum  a  QED. 
but  sortw  cokaga  is  prafarrad 

•  Expariance  in  child  rasring  is  prafarrad 

•  Must  ba  flaxibla  arto  sWa  to  work  in  a  team  anvironmani 

•  Good  organizational  skiHa 


nwh*  Baptiat  CTwrch 


To  request  an  application  or  for  more  information  jilaasa  go  to 
vvww.bapti8tchikiiensviHkge.com  or  call  601-9^-2242. 
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15.  Memorial  Day,  HopevreN  Church,  Water  Valley 


f- 


14.  neaeant  Hill  Church, 
Calhoun  AaeociaHon, 
recently  ordained  Jimmy 
Clemons,  EXnig  Denton, 
and  David  Clark  as  deaccxis. 
Danny  Spradin,  pastor. 

15.  Hcmcwell  Church,  Water 
VaOcy,  held  its  first  ceme¬ 
tery  memorial  service  this 
past  Memorial  Day.  The 
cemetery  is  over  160  years 
old.  Shown  are  pastor  Rick 
Glidewell,  Guy  Dale  Shaw, 
and  Andy  Grass. 

16.  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Calhoun  Aaeodation,  held 
a  halw  dedication  in  which 
Charim  Noah  Gark,  son  of 
David  and  Cresta  Clark. 


17.  Border  Springs  Church,. 
Caledonia,  recognizes  its 
vouth  Bible  Drillers: 
Mark  Dodson,  Leslie 
Williams,  Ashley  Moore, 
Cheryl  Fairchild,  Ashley 
Dodson,  Matthew  Brock, 
Alaina  Ulmer,  Cheyenne 
Allen,  Alicia  Smith,  and 
Jennifer  Blair. 

18.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 
recognizes  its  graduates. 
Shown  are  Co<^  Barrett, 
Rebecca  Martin,  high 
school;  Renee  Edlin,  col¬ 
lege;  and  Jim  Buchanan. 
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16.  Baby  Dedication,  Pleasant  HiH  Church,  Calhoun  Association 


IB.  Graduates,  First  Church,  Potts  Camp 


1 7.  Vouth  Bible  Drillers,  Border  Springs,  Caledonia 


ATTtNTION  FATNMS,  grandfathers, 
tons,  mens'  groups.  Promise  Keepers  A 
white  water  raMng  hily  18-21.  Ocoee 
river  rafting,  Nashville  Ptc.,  3  nights,  4 
days.  Includes  modem  motor  coach, 
molals,  tickets,  rafting  A  6  meals,  $375, 
quad,  occupancy.  Purpose  Driven 

Tours.  (601)371-8733. _ 

CULP  SHOWS  VACATION:  Large 
3Bft/2BA  home  In  CuK  Shores,  AL. 
Sleeps  10  in  beds,  S8S0  per  week,  plus 
S8S  cleaning  fm.  CaN  (225)  241-5667 
or  visit  www.ai<amilyretreat.com. 
WASONABIV  PBICID  INSURANCE: 
ktedteaie  supplements,  major  medical,  A 
amaN  group  heaMh  insurance  plans  avail¬ 
able  for  indhrldueli  A  churches.  Call 
Cana  Turner  (662)  231-4487  for  rates  or 
visit  www.tumerinsuranceorrline.com. 

lAPTimUH  A  SIHPIB. 
Bapllsiry  murals,  heatea  lighting  sealing 
wen  crosses,  paw  cushions,  kringigles, 
caqM,  signs.  Qforch  Supply  Company  of 

1bMS.(80(»  728-8291. _ 

NOPWR  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
ColumbueiBcheon,  (877)  477-1899. 


APPOROABLE  BEACHSNX  A  beach- 
frorN  vacation  condos.  Summer  spe¬ 
cials,  Cutf  Shores  A  Oange  Beach, 
Alabama,  www.gulfshoretcorKlos.com. 
Two  nights  efficiency  sleeps  4  beach- 
side,  $328.  Four  nights  2  bedroom 
sleeps  6  beachside  $872.  Two  nights,  1 
bedroom  sleeps  6  beachfront  $533. 
Four  nights  2  bedroom  sleeps  6  beach¬ 
front  $994.  Prices  include  everything. 
Call  (205)  556-0368  or  (205)  554- 
1 524.,  expires  t/S/7.  Memorial  Day  and 

hily  4  weekends  not  IrKluded. _ 

NORRIS  BOORMNOINC  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
(662)  455-6743. _ 

SMMD  audmtoma,  hl,  wrrnc 

MS  A  AL  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
CHURCH  PURNirURE  POR  SALS:  solid 
oak  paws  24  - 12',  2  -  4'  all  wNh  remov¬ 
able  pads,  podium  4'  by  20*  and  com¬ 
munion  table  5  1/2'  by  2',  $10,000.  CaH 
between  6K)0  p.m.  and  9Mi  p.m., 
Bobby  (601)  722-3783,  Franklin  (601) 
428-1121,  Sylvia  (601)  722-4712. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  kee  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Miss., 

phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

SEMEhPS  SNMNC,  lACKSON,  Christian 
owned.  AH  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing  wirKbws,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601) 
992-2092,  Don  A  Ritt  Sebren,  owrrers. 
CATLINRURC  GETAWAYS  2  BR/2 
BATH,  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to 
parkway,  $65  nite.  Call  for  information 
at  (251 )  666-2175  or  (251 )  689-9982  or 

pdiwRworldrret.att.net _ 

CHRKYMN  LONG  DWANCE:  3/9  inter¬ 
state,  3.9  in  slate.  Ask  about  rates  as  low  as 
1.9  state  to  state.  No  monMy  service 
charge.  Call  1  -866-587-8346  or  www.low- 


LET  DAVE  RAMEETS  EXP.  for  health 
insurance  save  you  $$$$.  insuratree 
Consukants  Croup.  Before  you  buy-C. 
Lavell  Smith  A  Bobby  Williamson.  Call 
today  for  your  free  quote!  1  (888)  828- 

0905  or  (601)824-0^5. _ 

IMPW  aSUNTV  BkPIVr /WOCMnON 
located  In  Bay  Springs,  Mbs.,  b  seeking 
a  part-tkire  bi-vocational  Association 


RileBtM  •  RitcPikc  •  RitePUcc 

Talk  to  BUI  Oaik 
601-750-2364 

www.rilcwaybuMal«8.coin 


IRiteWav,  Bus 

MS  Hwy  49  SoutK  Florsfic 


Sus  Sales 

Florsfin,  MS  39073 


Mbsions  Director.  Urb  b  a  part-time 
position,  and  the  position  does  not 
irKlude  housirrg  facilities.  Please  seird 
resumes  no  later  than  July  1,  2007  to 
Jasper  Courrty  Baptist  Association,  P.O. 
Box  385,  Bay  Springs,  Ms.  39422. 

7  CHURCHtS  OF  REVKATION/ 
ArKierrt  TroyAstanbul  —  Novenrber  9- 
17,  2007  —  Join  Rev.  A  Mrs.  Cary 
Bowlin  and  other  Christians  on  an  excit¬ 
ing  9-day  visit  to  the  7  Churches  of 
Revelation,  plus  Troy  and  Istanbul. 
Superior  accommodatiorH.  Led  over  60 
interrrational  trips.  $2,649  from  Jackson 
(plus  tips  and  taxes).  For  further  informa¬ 
tion  and  brochure,  call  601  -276-7245,  or 
email  oarybowiinRbeilsoudt.net 
A9BG 

Ministries:  Bon  Air  Baptist  Church, 
Richmond,  Va.,  full-time  position. 
Candidates  will  a  bachelor's  degree. 
In  addition,  a  seminary  degree  with 
at  least  five  years  relevant  experiertce 
is  preferred.  Visit  www.bonairbap- 
tist.org  for  additional  details.  Seifo 
resume,  with  cover  letter  to  apdm- 
searchteamRboruiirbaptist.org. 


MACEDONIA  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

in  Myrtle,  Mbs.,  is  now  receiving 
resumes  for  a  Vbuth/Student  Minister. 
Please  indicate  married/single,  years 
experiertce,  and  your  personal  testi¬ 
mony.  Mail  resumes  to  Macedonia 
Baptist  Church,  033  County  Road 
19,  Myrtle  Ms  38650. 


BROOKSVRLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Brooksville,  Mbs.,  is  seeking  a  bi-voca- 
tkxwil  music  director.  Serfo  resumes  to 
Janice  Kesler,  music  chairman,  2922 
Fite  Tower  Rd.,  Crawford,  MS  39743. 


HfCMORY  RIDGE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Florence,  MS  is  seeking  a  bi-voca¬ 
tional  Minister  of  Music.  Average 
Church  Attendance  1 50.  Pleafo  send 
resume  to  search  committee,  1857 
FlorerKe  Byram  Rd.,  FlorerKe,  MS 
39073,  or  email  to  resumeRhicko- 


IHHCHO  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
Cuntawn,  Miss.,  b  seeking  a  part-time 
Musk  Dkeclor.  Applicant  must  be  able 
to  lead  the  choir  arid  congragadon  wMh 
avarialyofmusfcstyieB.  ()uailflad  par¬ 
son  wiH  naad  to  be  able  to  read  music. 
Send  resume  to:  Bro.  Marvin  Rabbins, 
2 1 79  CR  1 71 ,  Cuntown,  MS  38849. 


PUU-TIME  mmm  op  STUDBNTS; 
Siayden  Baptist  Church,  Lamar,  Mbs.,  b 
a  growing  church  at  the  center  of  a 
growing  rural  suburb  of  Memphb, 
Tennessee.  We  are  accepting  resumes 
for  a  full-time  minbtar  of  studenb. 
Candidates  may  setKf  resumes  to:  search 
commiaee.  2534  Highway  72,  Lamar, 
MS  38642.  Email:  slaydendturchRbell- 
toufo.nel  or  fax  (662)  252-5248. 


CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  locat¬ 
ed  on  49  south  in  Braxton,  Mbs., 
seeking  a  Minister  of  Musk.  Send 
resumes  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
attn:  musk  committee,  P.O.  Box 
111,  Braxton,  MS  39044. 
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farewell  to  Jibla  hospital 


Baptists  workers  bid  fina! 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Southern  port.  Late  laat  yeai;  the  eight  remaining 
Baptiat  doctors  Itady  WiUijuns  and  Bnaoe  baptiat  workers  (seven  Soenhem  Baptists 
Roach  used  to  nave  a  friendly  oompeti-  and  a  Mexican  Baptist  doctor)  dedded 
tion  at  Jibla  Baptist  Hospital  in  Yemen:  the  time  had  come  to  end  fulltime 
Who  would  work  dw  Wgest  "shi^  involvement  at  the  hospital, 
without  walking  out  the  front  gate?  **We  completed  what  we  set  out  to  da* 

"I  diink  the  uxigest  for  me  was  three  Williams  sisd  of  the  decision.  'Trom  a 
mondu,"  recalls  V^lliams,  a  surgeon  medical  perspective,  the  hosptal  had  been 
who  arrived  in  dw  isolated  Arab  nation  transitioned  to  the  Yenneni  govenunent 
in  1999.  "Pec^  would  bring  me  food,  and  was  treating  more  patients  then  it  ever 
and  we  had  a  commissary  on  the  com-  had  with  minunal  input  from  Yemen 
pouiul.  rU  be  the  first  to  admit  Tm  a  Baptist  Mission  personnel  Regaidiitg  mat- 
workaholic,  aiKl  my  work  was  in  the  ters  of  the  heaii  they  too  were  progress 
operating  room.  That's  where  iny  ing.  In  many  ways,  our  presence  in  Jft)la 
fnendships  widt  Yemenis  were  made."^  was  hindering  growth. 

Williams  was  one  of  dte  last  in  a  long  "If  we  hadn't  completed  our  work, 
line  of  Soudwm  Baptist  workers  who  the  rest  of  the  team  would  still  be  living 

£ve  their  skills,  dveir  hearts  —  and  in  on  the  compound  in  Jibla  continuing  to 
(  case  of  duee  missionaries  slain  on  work  in  what  can  be  a  very  difficult  and 
the  |cd>,  their  lives  —  to  the  hundreds  of  yet  rewardiiw  field  of  service,  both 
thousands  of  Yemenis  who  came  to  the  medically  andspiritually." 
hospital  for  care.  Yemen  Baptist  Mission  workers  will 

when  Williams  and  several  co-  continue  involvement  in  several  ministries 
workers  walked  out  the  gate  of  die  begun  at  the  hospital  including  aid  to 
hospital  compound  for  tlw  last  time  nmy  widows,  orphans  and  migrant 
this  spring,  meir  departure  marked  Bedouin  canm  in  me  area.  One  Baptist 
the  end  oT  four  decades  of  fulltime  plwaician  still  works  in  the  hospital's  out- 
^uthem  Baptist  presence  at  the  hos-  patient  dinic  twice  a  month. 


countryside.  Middle  Eastern  nation  of  more  than  19  Kelly  was  the  only  nurse  on  the 

In  a  letter  to  veterans  and  supporters  million  people.  women's  ward  widi  37  patients,  not 

of  die  hospital  WUlianis  said;  "We  do  not  At  its  peax,  the  77-bed  mission  hospital  counting  die  10-bed  matemiw  wanl. 
see  this  as  a  sign  of  failure,  but  rather  as  employed  several  hundred  workers,  treat-  Her  only  scheduled  Yemeni  helper  did- 
a  s^  of  growdi.  That  does  not  mean  it  ed  some  40,000  people  a  yeai;  performed  n't  arrive  at  woik. 
wUlbe  easy  or  without  a  sense  of  loss  more  than  400  suiget^  a  montK  and  "Kelly  had  nine  patients  in  the 
and  grieving.  I  know  from  previous  operated  a  busy  outpatient  dinic.  delivery  room  and  tour  or  five  of 

expeikences  &it  this  process  may  actual-  For  a  time,  it  offered  a  weekly  them  were  in  active  labor,"  Doug 
ly  he  earner  for  those  of  us  physically  here  chapel  that  was  the  only  public  recalls.  "Our  11-year-old  daughter 
man  for  you  from  afar."  Christian  worship  service  in  the  con-  came  to  help.  Kelly  delivered  prema- 

Only  die  dedicated  band  of  mission-  servative  Muslim  nation.  hire  twins,  and  both  were  in  respira- 

aries,  workers  and  volunteers  who  Patients  induded  everyone  from  vil-  tory  difficulty.  This  little  11-year-old 
serv^  at  Jibla  can  understand  die  depdi  lagers,  who  had  never  laid  eyes  on  a  girl  sat  there  for  an  hour  resusdtating 
of  those  words.  doctor,  to  powerful  sheiks  anci  govern-  mose  babies,  helping  them  breathe 

ment  officials.  They  knew  Jibla  offered  with  oxygen.  One  of  them  died,  but 
Four  decades  of  service  some  of  the  best  and  most  compassion-  she  just  kept  going." 

ate  medical  care  in  Yemen.  Both  of  me  ravkinses'  daughters  are 

Over  die  past  40  years,  they  endured  "So  many  times  I  diought,  'I  can't  do  medical  professionals  today.  Jibla  had  a 
extended  dvfl  war  in  Yemen,  a  disastrous  anydiing  else,'  and  yet  mey  iust  kept  way  of  getting  everybody  involved, 
fire,  numerous  financial  crises,  ongoing  coming  and  coming,^  rememDers  mu- 

penKxmd  shortages,  political  pressures,  sionary  nurse  Kelly  Hawkins  (not  her  Staying  the  course 

legal  battles  diat  meatened  to  shut  down  real  name).  "We  struggled  widi  die 

die  ho^tal  kidni^jpings,  and  die  mur-  work  setting,  the  intensty  and  just  die  "This  hospital  played  a  very  impor- 
der  of  tnree  of  their  owrv  lengdi  of  hours  w^  had  to  put  in  while  tant  part  in  maniring  missionaries, 

They  faced  die  daily  challenge  of  trymg  to  care  for  our  young  family."  young  and  old,"  Kelly  says.  "Many  of 
treating  and  loving  die  endless  stream  Hawkins  and  her  husbaM  Doug  (not  us  came  to  Jibla  young,  and  we  were 
of  patients  who  came  to  the  little  hos-  his  real  name),  also  a  nurse,  directed  mentored  well.  We  learned  a  lot  of 
pital  from  all  over  the  impoverished  nursing  and  andlla^  services,  ran  the  hard  lessons.  I  think  God  knew  the 

operating  room,  and  filled  many  odier  type  of  people  He  needed  in  Jibla  were 
1 1^*  during  dieir  15  yi^  at  the  hospi-  'plodder'  types  —  not  many  shining 

tal.  Doug  served  as  interim  hospiul  stars,  but  people  who  were  consistent 
administrator  several  times  when  his  and  who  would  stay  the  course, 
friend  Ko^m  was  on  home  assign-  through  die  long  haul." 
ment  in  die  United  States.  The  ultimate  ^plodder"  at  Jibla  was 

'"I*  BF  Today,  they  help  coordinate  Southern  Bill  Ko^in,  the  low-key  former  grocery 

^  WjM  B»tist  work  throughout  Northern  store  manager  from  Kansas  who  led  die 
Amca  and  die  Middle  East.  hospital  as  administrator  for  28  years. 


